
NIAGARA FALLS CITY SCHOOL DISTRICT  

DISTRICT PARENT COMMITTEE 
Minutes 

Tuesday, September 27, 2022, at 5:30 P.M. 
Second Floor Conference Room – Administration Building 

 
Present:  Makeesha Booker, Tomasina Cook, Evelyn DalPorto, Stephanie Dolson, Denise Jackson, Heather Johnson, 
Stacey Kok, Lynn Pasek, Lauren Piaskowski, Charlotte Robinson, Staci Rowe, Raquel Satarian, Cindy Smith, Raquel 
Satarian, Marlo Stearns, Dot Swift, Annemarie Tornabene, Cathy Sullivan, Nick Vilardo, Richard Carella, and Wendy 
Tedesco. 
 
Schools Represented:  Abate, Cataract, GJ Mann, Hyde Park, Kalfas, Maple, 79th Street, Gaskill Prep, LaSalle Prep, and 
NFHS 
 
Schools Missed:  Bloneva Bond Primary School 

 
Contact Phone Number:   Catherine Sullivan, Central Office Ph: 286-4217 Email: csullivan@nfschools.net 
 
Philosophy And Purpose of the District Parent Committee: 
Procedural Matters  
1. Take your nametag when you come in and initial the sign-in sheet. 
2. All concerns should be taken to your building principal or School Quality Council before being brought up at the 

District Parent Committee meeting. 
3. The information discussed at the DPC meeting is to be relayed back to your school parent group. 
4. At least one representative from each school should attend each meeting.  If one representative cannot attend a 

certain meeting, they should notify their alternate representative. 
5. The meeting agendas and minutes can be found at www.nfschools.net under the “Parent & Guardian” tab, 

“District Parent Committee” heading. 

 
 

Welcome & Introductions 
Ms. Robinson thanked everyone for attending tonight’s meeting and proceeded to introduce district staff in 
attendance and the first presenter. 

 
 
News and Updates 
Mr. Mark Laurrie thanked everyone for being here tonight.  Last week, Mr. Laurrie took Ms. Robinson and Ms. Rowe 
on a tour of NFHS to prepare for the meat raffle.  The school year is off to a good start and is much more like normal.  
Head Start is open for 1- and 2-year-old children.  Currently, there are 24 children enrolled in the program.  The 
District would like to open two more classes for this age group.   
 
There has been a lot of concern and worry about security within the community.  At the BOE meeting last Thursday, 
the Board members approved more weapons detection systems for all elementary schools.  Hopefully the equipment 
will arrive by mid-October.  On October 13th, the BOE will see the new secure vestibule plan.  Any visitors to school 
buildings would have to be buzzed in through two different sets of doors.  All exterior doors will be wired with alarms 
so that they cannot be left propped open.  These two things will happen over the course of the year.  The District will 
add more safety staff as well.  The goal is to make everyone feel safe without sacrificing a welcoming atmosphere. 
 

http://www.nfschools.net/
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There was a security threat at Kalfas earlier this month.  It turned out not to be a credible threat.  District staff 
followed the proper protocols to handle the situation.  The FBI and police have traced the origin of the threat to a 
location 90 miles away, but are still looking for the person responsible.  The threat may be related to a recent Tik Tok 
challenge going around regarding threatening a school.  These types of social media challenges are very scary and 
disruptive.   There was a natural gas leak at Hyde Park Elementary School last week.  Students had to be evacuated.  
The situation was handled well by staff and students.   
 
The District is following up on an incident that occurred at a soccer match against North Tonawanda School District. 
There were racial comments made at soccer game.  In the future, additional staff will attend sports games with teams 
to make sure things go well and to watch out for our student athletes and address any appropriate behavior.  Mr. 
Laurrie granted permission to any sports team to leave a sporting event if an incident of this type should occur in the 
future. The racial comment was made by a fan watching the game in the stands.  It is important to remember that 
fans should cheer for their team and not say anything negative against the other team.  Mr. Laurrie plans to attend 
the North Tonawanda Board of Education meeting to address the matter, as well as meet with NTCSD officials on 
Thursday.  
 
There was an incident where someone air dropped a picture of another student that also contained a bad word.  
District Administration investigated the incident and have identified the responsible party.  It appears to be a 
secluded incident which will be addressed with the responsible party and their parents.  
 
Transportation continues to be an issue.  Niagara Falls Coach Lines is still short drivers.  Mr. Laurrie is looking into 
three different apps that could be used by parents to track their child’s bus location.  Unfortunately, the bus driver 
situation will probably not get better any time soon. 
 
All but one staff position has been filled (one school psychologist).  There are not a lot of substitute teachers 
available.  
 
Mrs. Tornabene asked what the process is to add a sport (boy’s lacrosse).  Mr. Laurrie advised that she contact the 
District Athletic Director to discuss.  Normally, they would start a new sport as a club to see if there is interest and 
then go from there.  In the past, the District has paired with other school districts to form teams if there are not 
enough players within the NFCSD to fill a team roster.  
 
 
Science 
Mrs. Bhawna Chowdhary has been a Science teacher for over 20 years in the NFCSD.  She also teaches at UB.  Mrs. 
Chowdhary was re-assigned as a Teacher on Special Assignment this year to work with Mr. Carella in the 
Instructional/Curriculum Office. 
 
Mrs. Chowdhary explained that as a young student, she was not good in Science.  She had to work hard in order to 
get a good grade in her Science classes, which she feels helped her to be a better teacher today.   
 
Standards in Science have changed a lot in the last century in order for students in the Unites States to be more 
competitive on a global level.  Prior to the new standards coming out in 2012, the Science standards had not been 
updated since 1996.  New York State adopted these new standards in 2016 for students in Grades PreK-12.  NYS 
added some additional, more rigorous standards of their own.  In Science, there is three-dimensional learning:  
claim/evidence/reasoning to support a phenomenon.  Mrs. Chowdhary had the committee members participate in a 
composting experiment that follows the engineering model (test/evaluate/share/re-test).  
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AOBs 
Mrs. Robinson went over some general information regarding the upcoming meat raffle and discussed ideas with the 
group.  Along with further discussion time at the regular District Parent Committee meeting on January 31, two 
additional meetings to prepare for the meat raffle have been scheduled:  Tuesday, December 13 and Tuesday, March 
28.  These additional meetings will take place in the Red cafeteria at NFHS from 5-7 PM.  Anyone interested in 
participating is welcome to attend.  As a further means to communicate about the meat raffle, Mrs. Robinson has set 
up a group on the BAND app as follows: 

 
Join the “2023 District Parent Group Meat Raffle” group on BAND - The app for groups and 
communities!  https://band.us/n/a7a67as47dS8A 

 
 

Next Meeting: Tuesday, October 25, 2022 

https://band.us/n/a7a67as47dS8A

